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1 . BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED. "PUBLIC DEFENDER" LEGAL COUNSEL 

IS REQUIRED TO BE PROVIDED GRATIS TO PRISONERS, INCLUDING 
US NATIONALS WHO ARE UNABLE TO AFFORD PRIVATE COUNSEL. 

ACCORDING TO URUGUAYAN LAW, A PERSON ARRESTED BY 
POLICE FOR AN OFFENSE FALLING UNDER THE ORDINARY 
PENAL CODE (OPC) IS TO APPEAR WITHIN 24 HOURS BEFORE 
A CIVILIAN JUDGE, WHO DECIDES IF THERE IS ENOUGH 
EVIDENCE TO SEND TO OFFENDER TO JAIL, IN WHICH 
CASE HE ISSUES A DECREE OF "PROCESAMIENTO". HE 
THEN APPOINTS A PUBLIC DEFENDER IF PERSON ARRESTED 
SAYS HE HAS NO FUNDS FOR COUNSEL. PUBLIC DEFENDERS, 

WHO ARE CRIMINAL LAWYERS ALMOST ALWAYS ALSO ENGAGED 
IN PRIVATE PRACTICE, ARE CONSIDERED GOOD ACCORDING 
TO EMBASSY LAWYER. HE ALSO SAYS TRANSLATOR 
IS PROVIDED AT PUBLIC EXPENSE. 

2. A PERSON ARRESTED FOR "CRIMES AGAINST THE NATION" 

UNDER NATIONAL SECURITY LAW OF 1972 IS SUBJECT 

TO THE MILITARY COURT SYSTEM, AND THE MILITARY 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 MONTEV 02613 071809Z 

PENAL CODE (MPC) DOES NOT PROVIDE THE SAME 
GUARANTEES AS THE OPC. END UNCLASSIFIED. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. ROLE OF ATTORNEYS IN 
SAFEGUARDING RIGHTS OF THOSE ACCUSED OF TERRORISM. 

SUBVERSION, AND OTHER "CRIMES AGAINST THE NATION" 

MAY HAVE BEEN DIMINISHED BY GOU'S TURNING OVER THE 
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PRE-TRIAL INVESTIGATION, ARRAIGNMENT, TRIAL AND 
POSSIBLE SENTENCING OF SUCH SUSPECTS TO MILITARY 
COURT SYSTEM. THERE ARE INDICATIONS THAT THE ROLE 
OF DEFENSE LAWYERS HAS BEEN REDUCED, IN THE WORDS 
OF ONE SOURCE, TO THAT OF A "DECORATIVE" ONE. ROLE 
OF DEFENSE LAWYERS, ACCORDING TO ONE ALLEGATION, 

HAS NOW DETERIORATED TO SUCH AN EXTENT THAT MANY 
WHO HAD PREVIOUSLY BEEN WILLING TO DEFEND THESE 
SUSPECTS NOW WANT TO RENOUNCE ANY FUTURE ROLE IN 
SUCH PROCEEDINGS. APPARENTLY. AS CIVILIAN ATTORNEYS, 

THEY HAVE RUN INTO SUCH HOSTILITY FROM THE MILITARY 
JUDGES THAT THEY THOUGHT THIS HINDERED RATHER THAN 
HELPED THEIR CLIENTS AND ARE NOW RECOMMENDING TO 
ANY SUCH PRISONERS WHO SOLICIT THEIR SERVICES THAT 
THEY SHOULD ASK THE MILITARY COURTS TO APPOINT 
A MILITARY OFFICER TO DEFEND THEM. 

4. NOTE: TO OUR KNOWLEDGE, IN THE PAST THREE YEARS ONLY 
FOUR AMERICAN CITIZENS HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN 
URUGUAY; THREE BY CIVILIAN POLICE AND ONE BY THE MILITARY. 
END LIMITED OFFICIAL USE. 
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